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English 5091, Studies in Language, Linguistics, and Literacy, Spring 2017 
Coleman Hall 3170 W 7:00 to 9:30 
Dr. Daiva Markelis/dmmarkelis@eiu.edu 
Office: Coleman Han 3170 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursday 
11:00 to 12:00 and 2:00 to 3:00 
Fridays 9:30 to 11:30 
and by appointment 
Course Description 
Two of the major subfields in contemporary linguistics are semantics and pragmatics. 
Semantics concerns itself with meaning while pragmatics deals with the ways in which 
context contributes to meaning. We will begin with a brief history of these concepts and 
then will move on to the role that both play in understanding metaphor, humor, and 
translation. We will also focus on semantics and pragmatics as they relate to second 
language acquisition. Requirements include an annotated bibliography, leading a class 
discussion on an article of your choice, and a major research project. 
Required Textbooks 
An Introduction to English Semantics and Pragmatics by Patrick Griffiths 
The Routledge Handbook o[Second Language Acquisition edited by Gass and Mackey 
Translation Studies Reader edited by Lawrence Venuti 
Why Translation Matters by Edith Grossman 
The Dialogic Imagination by Mikhail Bakhtin 
Requirements 
1. Read the assigned material by the assigned date. Contribute to class discussion regarding the 
assigned material and other linguistic issues brought up in class. 
2. Complete one larger research paper and present your findings to the class. 
3. Compile an annotated bibliography on the topic of your research project. 
4. Lead class discussion on a chapter of your choice from The Routledge Handbook of Second 
Language Acquisition, The Translation Studies Reader, or The Dialogic Imagination. You 
may choose an article outside of these choices if you speak with me first. 
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory. Excused medical or legal absences must be accompanied by 
appropriate documentation. If you become suddenly ill or the victim of emergency 
circumstances, please phone or email me as soon as possible and stay in touch. More than one 
absence may mean this is not the semester for you to be taking a graduate seminar. 
Grade Breakdown 
Research paper and oral presentation 50% ( 40% for paper, 10% for presentation) 
Presented article 20% 
Annotated Bibliography 20% 
Participation/ Attendance 10% 
Plagiarism 
Any paper with your name on it signifies that you are the author--that the wording and major 
ideas are yours, with exceptions indicated by either quotation marks and/or citations. Plagiarism 
is the unacknowledged use (appropriation and/or imitation) of others' materials (words and 
ideas). Evidence of plagiarism will result in one or more of the following: a failing grade for the 
assignment, an F in the course, and a report filed with the Judicial Affairs Office. 
University Policies 
(1) Academic integrity - Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and 
conduct as defined in EIU' s Code of Conduct 
(http://www,eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php) Violations will be reported to the Office 
of Student Standards. 
(2) Students with disabilities - If you are a student with a documented disability in need of 
accommodations to fully participate in this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability 
Services (OSDS). All accommodations must be approved through OSDS. Please stop by Ninth 
Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-581-6583. 
(3) The Student Success Center - Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic 
goals are encouraged to contact the Student Success Center ( www.eiu.edu/�success) for 
assistance with time management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting 
goals, and other skills to support academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides 
individualized consultations. To make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street 
Hall, Room 1302. 
Using the Writing Center 
I encourage you to use the EIU Writing Center located at 3110 Coleman Hall. This free resource 
provides one-to-one conferences with writing consultants who can help you with brainstorming, 
organizing, developing support, documenting, and revising your papers. 
